ADVICE FOR PATIENTS AFTER SKIN SURGERY NOT REQUIRING SUTURES
1. The wound you have after this type of procedure is similar to a graze. It heals quickest if the area is moist.

2. If you have a dressing, please leave this in place for 24 hours after your surgery. After this time, the dressing may need to be soaked off and simply wash the area with warm water. After this, apply either Vaseline or White Petroleum Jelly, and re-apply a simple dressing if this is needed.

3. Occasionally, the doctor performing your operation will prescribe and antibiotic ointment to be used instead of Vaseline.

4. Ensure that you keep the area clean by washing it at least once daily and re-applying either Vaseline or an antibiotic ointment. It is normal to get some discharge at the site of the operation. If you develop severe pain, redness or tenderness this may be a sign of infection and you may need to contact your doctor for a course of antibiotics.

5. After healing, the area may look a little red and occasionally, there may also be a change in skin colour. These are generally reversible but may take a few months to settle completely.

We hope that you find this information useful but if you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to ask.

Dermatology Department 0121 424 5147
