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THROMBOLYSIS AND THROMBECTOMY GUIDELINES 

FOR USE IN ACUTE ISCHAEMIC STROKE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Potential thrombolysis / 

thrombectomy case identified  

Organise immediate 

CT-A head scan 

Confirm CT-A head report and 

check criteria for treatment 

Patients may still be suitable for thrombectomy with an onset-to-arterial puncture time of over 5 

hours if: 

• The large artery occlusion is in the posterior circulation, in which case treatment up to 24 

hours after onset may be appropriate; 

• A favourable profile on salvageable brain tissue imaging has been proven, in which case 

treatment up to 12 hours after onset may be appropriate. 

 

Direct admission to stroke ward 

(via angio if applicable) 

• If thrombolysis criteria met 

o Administer alteplase 

o 0.9mg/kg (10% as bolus and 90% over 1 hour) 

• If thrombectomy criteria met 

o Catheterise patient 

o Alert Neuro-anaesthetist and Neuro-radiologist 

o Prepare for transfer to Angiography Suite 

• Call Stroke Nurse Practitioner on 07769 932 342 

• Call Neurology StR or Stroke Consultant 

• Do not wait for scan to be completed before calling 

• Aim is to minimise delay for reperfusion strategies 

• Confirm onset time < 4.5 hours (thrombolysis) 

• Confirm onset time < 5 hours (thrombectomy) 

• Confirm no contraindications 


