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FOI REQUEST NUMBER: 5015
Please could you provide the following information:
1a) total number of deaths that have occurred at the Trust in each of the last five years (please provide data broken down by year)  
	
	2012/13
	2013/14
	2014/15
	2015/16
	2016/17

	Birmingham Heartlands
	1726
	1671
	1821
	1777
	1540

	Good Hope
	1443
	1307
	1359
	1280
	1087

	Solihull
	655
	502
	476
	508
	431

	Total Deaths
	3824
	3480
	3656
	3565
	3058


1b) the number of these deaths that were classified as unexpected 
We do not hold this information
2a) total number of deaths that have been referred to the Coroner by the Trust in each of the last five years 
	
	2012/13
	2013/14
	2014/15
	2015/16
	2016/17

	Birmingham Heartlands
	1054
	840
	697
	660
	622

	Good Hope
	877
	669
	457
	596
	442

	Solihull
	318
	187
	122
	142
	121

	Total Reported to HMC
	2249
	1696
	1276
	1398
	1185


2b) of these, the number of deaths of patients with a learning disability referred to the Coroner 

We do not hold this information.
3a) total number of deaths of patients with a learning disability that have occurred at the Trust in each of the last five years (please provide total number and indicate whether they were inpatients at the time of their deaths) 
We do not hold this information 
3b) of these, the number of these deaths of patients with a learning disability that were classified as unexpected. 
We do not hold this information.
4a) total number of deaths at the Trust reported as an incident on the National Reporting and Learning System (NRLS) in each of the last five years 

The Trust does hold the information you have requested, however we estimate that compliance with your request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of information Act 2000. This is currently £450. The appropriate limit would be exceeded if it would require more than 18 hours work.
The only incident subcategories available on Datix  that measure or directly report deaths are ‘Intra-partum Death’, ‘Neonatal Death’, ‘Maternal Death’. 
In an attempt to respond to the request a search on Datix was completed looking for the above mentioned sub-categories alongside any incidents where the following keywords appeared:

· Death

· Dead

· R.I.P

· Deceased

· Passed Away

· Died

This brought back 588 incidents across the last 5 calendar years from 1st February 2013 – 1st February 2017 (Of which 355 were reported to NRLS). Some of the returned incidents contain the above keywords but are not incidents reporting deaths; examples of these incidents include an incident regarding C-Diff but in the investigation section it is stated that death was not caused by C-Diff.  Another example is of an incident where the description states a deceased patient’s medicine was still in the bedside locker. 
To validate this data, each of the 355 incidents reported to the NRLS, would need to be individually reviewed to confirm the total number of deaths reported as an incident. We anticipate  that to complete this would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of information Act 2000 as we would need to review each case and incident investigation findings. 
4b) total number of deaths at the Trust reported on Strategic Executive Information System (STEIS) in each of the last five years 

•
2012 – 2013 = 6 STEIS deaths reported.

•
2013 – 2014 = 6 STEIS deaths reported.

•
2014 – 2015 = 13 STEIS deaths reported.

•
2015 – 2016 = 10 STEIS deaths reported.

•
2016 – 2017 (8th February 2017) = 10 STEIS deaths reported.
4c) if possible, please indicate the number of these that relate to patients with a learning disability 
None
5a) total number of initial 72-hour reviews into deaths (as defined by the NHS Serious Incident Framework) in each of the last five years 

•
2012 – 2013 = 10 deaths scoped. This information was not robustly captured in 2012/13 but 


this is the evidenced data available. 
•
2013 – 2014 = 21 deaths scoped.  This information was not robustly captured in 2013/14 


but this is the evidenced data available.
•
2014 – 2015 = 47 deaths scoped.

•
2015 – 2016 = 54 deaths scoped.

•
2016 – 2017 (8th February 2017) = 44 deaths scoped.
5b) total number of investigations into deaths (as defined by the NHS SI Framework) in each of the last five years - please provide data broken down by severity, Level 1 internal investigations, Level 2 comprehensive internal investigations, Level 3 independent investigations. Please also indicate whether the numbers refer to investigations opened or completed. 
During the following financial years; 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15, 2015/16 we did not routinely record the assessment of level of harm of the actual incident following investigation or change the initial reported level of harm. To determine this for each of the these years would  exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of information Act 2000 as we would need to review each case and investigation report.
We have, however, been able to provide this information for 2016/17 to date, within the appropriate time limit. The data provided for the previous 4 financial years is data from Datix which has not been reviewed to confirm whether the assessment of the level of harm is the final assessment.
•
2012 – 2013 =
6 level 2 (4 x catastrophic, 2 x severe)  



4 level 1 (1 x catastrophic, 2 x severe, 1 x moderate)

•
2013 – 2014 = 
6 level 2 (6 x catastrophic)




11 level 1 (2 x catastrophic, 5 x severe, 3 x moderate, 1 x low)

•
2014 – 2015 = 
13 level 2 (10 x catastrophic, 1 x severe, 2 x moderate)
13 level 1 (1 x catastrophic, 3 x severe, 4 x moderate, 2 low, 2 x no harm, 1 x no Datix)
•
2015 – 2016 = 
1 level 3 (1 x severe)

 9 level 2 (4 x catastrophic, 2 x severe, 3 x moderate)

19 level 1 (1 x catastrophic, 3 x severe, 2 x moderate, 10 x low, 2 x no harm)
•
2016 – 2017 (8th February 2017) = 17 level 2 investigations completed (internal/external SI) – 8 open, 9 closed (9  x catastrophic, 6 x  severe and 2  x no harm) /  2 level 1 investigations completed  - 7 open 6 closed (13 low harm, 4 no harm and 3 catastrophic).
