
Pneumoconiosis Etc. (Workers' Compensation) Order 1979

Compensation for Dust Diseases

This information is for general guidance only. It is not a full statement of the law. 

FREEPHONE INFORMATION LINE: 0800 585 811 

PNEUMOCONIOSIS (WORKERS' COMPENSATION) SCHEME

Purpose of the 1979 Order
To provide compensation for sufferers (or their dependants) of certain dust-related diseases, who are unable to claim damages from the employers where the dust exposure which caused the disease occurred, as they have gone out of business or there is no realistic chance of pursuing a court action. 

Who can apply?

Sufferers of certain industrial diseases caused by dust, irrespective of industry, or if the sufferer has died, a dependant.

Former coal industry workers that suffer from pneumoconiosis are covered by a separate scheme administered on behalf of the Department of Trade and Industry by AON (telephone: 0114 203 4359).

Diseases covered

· Diffuse mesothelioma (asbestos related cancer) 

· Pneumoconiosis (which includes asbestosis, silicosis, and kaolinosis) 

· Diffuse pleural thickening (asbestos related) 

· Primary carcinoma of the lung (only if accompanied by asbestosis or diffuse pleural thickening) 

· Byssinosis (associated with cotton dust exposure) 

Conditions of entitlement

Sufferers should normally be in receipt of Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit (IIDB) in respect on one of the above diseases. Dependants can claim IIDB posthumously but there are time limits for making posthumous claims. Claims for IIDB should be made on a BI 100 form available from any local Social Security Agency office. 

The employers who cause or contributed towards the disease have ceased to carry on business, or if they are still trading, there is not a realistic chance of obtaining damages from those employers. 

The sufferer or dependants must not have brought any action for damages in relation to the disease or received an out of court settlement 

The following forms and guidance notes will be made available at a future date in Adobe Acrobat format for downloading. The Adobe Acrobat Reader can be freely downloaded.
Viewers with visual difficulties may find it useful to investigate services provided to improve the accessibility of Acrobat documents -- http://access.adobe.com
Sufferers: should apply using PWC1 as soon as they think they are suffering from a disease covered by the Order. They should not await the outcome of a claim to the Social Security Agency for Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit (IIDB).

· Application form – (PWC1) 

· Guidance notes – (PWC1/L) 

· Payment rates - Tables 

Dependants: should apply once they are in receipt of IIDB. If they are time barred from claiming IIDB they should still apply.

PWC2 form for spouses of sufferers who have died:
· Application form – (PWC2) 

· Guidance notes – (PWC2/L) 

· Payment rates - Tables 

PWC3 form for other dependants of sufferers who have died:

· Application form – (PWC3) 

· Guidance Notes – (PWC3/L) 

· Payment rates - Tables 

Contact:

The Department for Employment & Learning
Pneumoconiosis Workers' Compensation Section
Room 203
Adelaide House
Adelaide Street
Belfast BT2 8FD

Telephone: 028 9025 7553 or 028 9025 7554
Free phone: 0800 585 811 or
e-mail pneumo@delni.gov.uk 

Benefit Information

General Social Security Benefits information is available from the Social Security Agency - industrial injuries information is contained in the leaflet SD6, SD7 & DB1 if disabled because of a disease or deafness caused by work.

Useful contacts and links

Details of organisations and registered charities that can offer support, guidance and also assistance with claims.

Cancer Charities

· Action Cancer – http://www.actioncancer.org 

· Ulster Cancer Foundation – http://www.ulstercancer.co.uk 

· Cancer BACUP - http://www.cancerbacup.org.uk/ 

· Macmillan Cancer Relief - http://www.macmillan.org.uk/ 

· Marie Curie Cancer Care - http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/
Support and Advice Groups

Cheshire Asbestos Victims Support Group
3 Fryer Street
Runcorn
Cheshire
WA7 1ND
Tel: 01928 576649
Fax: 01928 576649
Email: cavsg@btconnect
Website: www.cavsg.co.uk
Registered Charity Number: 1042679

Clydebank Asbestos Group
8 Crown Avenue
Radnor Park
Clydebank
G81 3BW
Tel: 0141 951 1008
Fax: 0141 952 0045
Registered Charity Number: SCO22856

Clydeside Action on Asbestos
245 High Street
Glasgow
G4 0QR
National Freephone Helpline:
0808 100 0088 (England)
0800 80 12 99 (Scotland)

Registered Charity Number: SCO 17874

Merseyside Victims of Asbestos Support Group
Unit 3, Oriel Close
Water Street
Liverpool
L2 8UQ
Tel: 0151 236 1895
Registered Charity Number: 1033724

Occupational and Environmental Diseases Association
Mitre House
66 Abbey Road
Bush Hill Park
Enfield
Middlesex
EN1 2QH
Tel: 020 8360 8490
Registered Charity Number: 1031036

Sheffield and Rotherham Asbestos Group
311 Aizelwood's Mill
Nursery Street
Sheffield
S3 8GG
Tel: 0114 282 3212

or

Room 9, Imperial Buildings
Corporation Street
Rotherham
S60 1PA
Tel: 01709 513587

